DAIRY FLAT SCHOOL AGRICULTURAL DAY

2011

CHICKENS
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Judging Criteria & Information Sheet

Only the Brown Shaver Chicks purchased through Dairy Flat School will be eligible for judging on Ag Day.
Order and payment must be made to the school office no later than 3pm Wednesday 8th June.

It is recommended you purchase 2 or more chicks to ensure you have one to bring to school on Ag Day.
DIARY
Each child is to present a written diary of the first 6 weeks of their chickens growth, development and care - pictures and photos may be included.

Diaries must be handed into to the school office before 9amWEDNESDAY 19th OCTOBER for judging. Diaries arriving after this time will not be judged.
REMEMBER to put your Ag Day number on the diary not your name.

Judges will be looking for creative design work with particular emphasis on how much thought and effort has been put into the diary by the child.

ON AG DAY
The chicken must be brought in a wired shut cage to the school hall before 9am and placed in the appropriate year level.

Attach your Ag Day number to the cage so it is easily visible for judging. The child must be present standing alongside their chicken during judging. No parents/caregivers are allowed into the judging area during judging.

ONLY ONE CHICKEN PER CAGE. Each chicken is to be judged separately.

The judges will be looking at the general condition and health of the chicken. 
CHICKS SHOULD NOT BE HANDLED TOO MUCH IN THE FIRST FEW DAYS

YOUR CHICKS WILL NEED:
-Approx. 12 hours of light each day- as chicks only eat in daylight if they are kept in the dark they will not eat and not survive.

-Chick Starter feed available from Falloon Stock Foods, water dish, lamp or light bulb, cardboard box or small empty fish tank
HOUSING
You will have to provide a dry and draft free area, which can be cleaned easily ( using a cardboard box is a simple and cost effective way to house them).

For the first couple of days they can be kept warm in the cardboard box in your hot water cupboard.  After this you will need to provide a lamp for warmth (put a hole in a small cardboard box and put a normal light bulb in making sure it is secure and cannot burn the chicks).Use a 40-60 watt bulb.  Brooding temperatures should be maintained at 33 deg.C for the first week and slowly reduced down to 15 degC.  How long you keep them under a lamp will depend on how many chickens you have and what the weather is like (generally until they are feathered).
After a few weeks, the chicks will enjoy being outside on a warm day to have a scratch around on the grass. Keep them safe from cats and dogs!
As they get bigger, you can leave the chicks in a sheltered place during the day but bring them in at night. By Ag Day they should be in a run with a chook house.
If the chook house is draft free and shady, the chicks can be left outside after two months but once you have put them outside, don't bring them back in. If you are putting chicks into an existing run with older chickens, never add a single bird. One bird will be picked on by the others.

FEEDING

Feed your chick small amounts of mash mixed with water frequently (available from Falloon Stock Foods) .

After about 4 weeks you can add pellets and wheat to their diet, feed 3-4 times per day.

Chickens must have access to clean, fresh water. Put a large stone in the water dish so it can't be knocked over and use a shallow dish to prevent chicks from drowning.

After 2 months you can cut the feeding down to twice daily and add household food scraps.

